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Please note: This slide deck as been condensed for broader sharing. If 
you are interested in any materials or in taking a storytelling workshop, 
please contact Renira at renira.narrandes@sickkids.ca.

Thank you!☺

presents:

Your work has impact—so should you!
How to tell a good story

Renira Narrandes, MA, MSc(OT), MPH 
Knowledge Translation Program Manager, SickKids

AESIS Societal Impact of Science Conference 

June 21, 2023 Halifax, Canada 

renira.narrandes@sickkids.ca

© Renira Narrandes. This workshop 
was developed by Renira Narrandes 
and has been licensed to The 
Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids).

1

mailto:renira.narrandes@sickkids.ca
mailto:renira.narrandes@sickkids.ca


6/18/23

About me

I promise you the sun, the moon, & the stars

Learn how to Be inspired to
prepare,

structure, Examine a scientific use storytelling

and tell a story example for professional

story well
communication

Explore the art of 
storytelling as a method 

to communicate your 
work, engage others, 

and inspire action
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The full journey (3-8 hours)
Be inspired to  

use storytelling

5 myths of for professional
communication

science
storytelling

(11) How to foster a storytelling culture

(10) How to make an impact with your story

(9) Story example #3: Poem to supplement an annual report

(8) When, where, and in what ways to use storytelling

(7) Story planning activity

(6) 6 steps to developing a story (including many activities and examples)

(5) Story example #2: Conference presentation of a systematic review

(4) Why stories are important

(3) What makes a good story

(2) Story example #1: Poster of a knowledge translation project

(1) Introductions

Today’s journey (75 minutes)
Be inspired to  

use storytelling

4 myths of for professional
communication

science
storytelling

(5) 6 steps to developing a story (condensed)

(4) Story example #1: Conference presentation of a systematic review

(3) Why stories are important

(2) What makes a good story

(1) Introductions
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Introductions (in pairs)

• Name

• Role/job

• Organization

• Who is your favourite character 
from a story? (book, movie, TV 
show, real life)
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FACT

FACT
FACT

FACT
FACT

A common presentation

FACT
FACT

FACT FACT

FACT

FACT

FACT

CONCLUSION

Awkward introduction

Objectives that are never

FACT mentioned again
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What is a story?
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What makes a good story

Why stories are important
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Why are stories important?

We are hardwired for them.

#1:
Stories manipulate 

information.

5 Myths of Science Storytelling
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5 Myths of Science Storytelling

#2:
I don’t have a story.

#3:
I should only use storytelling 
when speaking to the general 

public.

5 Myths of Science Storytelling
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Story Example:
Conference presentation of a 
systematic review

6 steps to developing a story
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6 steps to developing a story

1. Know your audience

2. Know your objective

3. Tailor your message

4. Develop character & conflict

5. Structure your story

6. Sell your story

#5:
I can’t do it…OR

I’ll do it and look like a fool.

5 Myths of Science Storytelling
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Interested in…

• The full “How to tell the story of your work” workshop?
• Additional content, examples, and activities:

• 6-step story planning exercise (individual or group)
• Pulling out personal stories
• Practicing metaphors
• Telling an impromptu story (game)
• Adapting a story for difference audiences
• Exploring character possibilities
• Analyzing and restructuring a story
• And more!

• November 2023 in person at SickKids (Toronto)
• https://www.sickkids.ca/en/learning/continuing-professional-development/knowledge-

translation-training/#storytelling

• “How to tell a personal story” workshop (patient engagement)?
• Contact me: renira.narrandes@sickkids.ca

Interested in…

• Other knowledge translation training?
• Knowledge Translation Professional Certificate (KTPC)—5 days

• Specialist Knowledge Translation Training (SKTT)—2 days

• Planning for Implementation Practice (PIP)—2 days

• Knowledge translation resources?
• Introductory knowledge translation e-Learning modules (free)

• Knowledge Translation Planning Template (free)

• Plain language checklist (free)

• The KT Game

• The Implementation Roadmap

https://www.sickkids.ca/en/learning/continuing-professional-development/knowledge-translation-training/
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Key Messages

Our brains are hardwired for stories.

Good stories feature a relatable character who faces a conflict and 
comes out changed.

Good stories have high stakes, tension, and emotion.

Follow The 6-Step Story Planning Template© (audience, objective, 
tailored message, character & conflict, story structure, tactics to sell)

I can do it! I WILL do it. And I promise to use storytelling responsibly.

Thank you and good day!☺

If you enjoyed this workshop, please consider spreading the word!

Be inspired to  
use storytelling

Twitter: @Renira _N for professional

communication

@SickKidsNews
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